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Volunteering is made simple by the VRP. The VRP
will work around your schedule and place you at a
rewarding volunteer position with a local nonprofit
that fits your interests. No time? No problem! You
can also volunteer by event with no long-term
committment.
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The Volunteer Link

The University of Texas-Pan American

VRP Salutes Summer 2005
Student Volunteers

The University of Texas-Pan American’s Volunteer
Resource Program (V RP) has been placing several students
in volunteer positions at various nonprofit organizations
across the Rio Grande Valley. Their committment and
spirit of giving throughout the Summer of 2005 has been
inspiring. VRPVolunteerswho gavetheir time and abilities
this summer were:
Danielle Alvarado
Jonathan Becerra

Mathew Martinez
Sanjuana Meza

Monica Betancourt Karina Mufioz
Lionel J. Cavazos Chris Ocasio

David Coronado Dhani Ocasio
Maricela Deanda Norma Padron
Nelly Del Angel Valerie Patterson
Wanda Donica Cecilia Pefia
Gabriel Escobedo Amanda M. Rodriguez
Rick Garcia Diana Elsa Ramirez
Shanel Garcia Melany Rodriguez
ClaudiaB. Gonzalez Gloria Saenz
Jennifer Gonzalez Sandy Salinas
Jessica Gonzalez Robert H. Weston
Vanessa Gonzalez Joe Villanueva
Osiris Hernandez Roy Villanueva
Angelical. Lopez Emilio Zamora
Carlos Martinez 11 DaliaZamora

Many of the volunteering opportunities ranged from
food drivesto making webpages. For the studentsinvolved,
these experiences not only meet the community’s needs,
they enhance resumes, increase opportunities for letters
of recommendations, and assist in scholarship and college
applications.

To find more service opportunities, visit our VRP
website at: www.coserve.org/vrp/opps.html

For even more information on how you or your student
organization can volunteer with the VRP, contact the
Volunteer Coordinator at 956/292-7566 or e-mail at
volunteer@utpa.edu.

VRP Volunteers Participatein
Valley Back to School Fairs,
Youth Rally

The Volunteer Resource Program (VRP) played an
important role in several back to school events across the
valley this new school year.

One of these events was the Association for the
Advancement of Mexican-American’'s (AAMA) Dallas
Cowboy Legends Dinner, July 15, 2005. AAMA’s event
was afundraiser dinner that hel ped raise money for school
suppliesfor at-risk children. Fifteen VRP Volunteers gave
up a Friday night to help with ushering and serving food
for guests in attendance. The fundraiser’s coordinator,
Luis Ocasio, said the VRP volunteers were an “awesome
team of individuals.”

VRP volunteers also served at AVANCE's Coalition of
Valley Families Back to School Fair in Alton, TX, which
provided free immunizations, health screenings and school
supplies to needy children. UTPA volunteers spoke to the
youth about the importance of community service and
higher education. The 1,400 attendees received information
about community agencies and the services available to
them.




